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ca is awakening and is striving 
pan in one generation several 
curies of Western Industrial ad- 
cement and political and educa- 
al developments 


By Norman J. Baugher 


UMS AS GONG 


USING BRAKE DR 
st February there appeared in the World Alliance This is something of what one senses when he visits 
sletter a cartoon which vividly described the situa- Nigeria, West Africa. The transfer within a few hours 
among two thirds of the world’s people living on two from mid-continent Africa implies in everyone’s mind a 
Is of the earth’s surface. It was a cartoon of the tremendous change in cultures. The stunning observa- 
7 dawn when the shadows cast by the rising sun are tion, however, is not how much the time and cultural 
and grotesque. On the far horizon stood a small- calendar turn backward in going from Illinois to Nigeria 
1 man labeled “Asia.” Behind him is the sun; before but rather with what terrific pace the calendar is flip- 
the great curved expanse of much of the earth’s ping forward im Nigeria. a 
sce. The sun, just rising above the horizon to bring THE DAWN 

new day cast the little man’s shadow, called ‘“Na- To visit Nigeria is to visit a people striving feverishly 
lism,” across most of the earth. The cartoon was to be born into this century. They are spanning several 
ioned “Dawn Comes Up Like Thunder.” centuries of Western industrial, political and education- 
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al developments within one generation! 
problem in visiting that land is to give proper interpre- 
tation to this forward movement and awakening which 
as dawn is “coming up like thunder” across the country 
and continent. 


The greatest 


What is happening in Nigeria is part of the larger 
Asia-Africa revolution involving the majority of the 
earth’s people and surface. Most observers sense at least 
four major thrusts to the revolution and all of these we 
encountered in varying degrees in the course of our vis- 
it. To discern and properly appreciate these thrusts are 
not only necessary for understanding trends in foreign 
missions but imperative for sensing what is the basic 
mission of the church in these areas! The major thrusts 
are these: 


Nationalism. Nations once dominated by Western pow- 
ers accept this domination no longer, whether it is pol- 
itical, economic or religious. It is essentially a struggle 
for national self-consciousness and national status. It is 
the opposite of colonialism. This is part of the meaning 
of Nigeria achieving her independence next year. It is 
manifest, also, in obvious efforts to define sharply the 
limitations within which a “foreign missionary” may 
pursue his calling. Many people of these areas of awak- 
ening are suspicious of those religious movements, such 
as Christianity, which seem to derive their influence 
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Christian families like this schoy 
teacher and his wife, are the ho 
of Nigeria and the Christian chu 
in that country. 


and advantage from Western powers. 


Color. Discrimination because of color is resisted al 
deeply resented by these peoples. They have awaken 
to the fact that two-thirds of the earth’s peoples are 
ored. 


Economics. Technological advances have demonstrat 
to them an adequate standard of living for them 
attainable. For example, in the area where we visi 
mission work the standard of living is estimated to ha 
risen 200% in the last ten years due to the introducti 
of the improved peanut and improved methods of gro 
ing peanuts, rice and fruit. 


Urge for Status. These peoples want that sense of di 
nity, recognition and worth which we take for grant 
for ourselves. A Pakistani, quoted in World Allian 
Newsletter, summed up this urge for status by sayin 
“What we want is freedom from contempt.” . 

These four factors of nationalism, color, economi 
and urge for status—their total impact sounding mu 
like 1776—join in the awakening to make 

“An altar heaped and waiting to take fire 
With the least spark and leap into a blaze.” 


THE CHURCH IS ESTABLISHED | 
It is in this setting of a major adjustment in the liv 
of the people that we must observe the role of the Chr 
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fligion in Nigeria. The most significant observa- 
out the Christian movement there is that the 
of Christ is established! What has been wrought 
labor of missionaries is that the church has be- 
a reality. This is the result of a great devotion 
e achievement of a mighty Spirit! 

over-all program of this maturing church in- 
emphases on Christian education, church exten- 
service, leadership recruitment and training, home- 
g, evangelism and church building. These empha- 
e almost identical with those of the church in A- 
The allocation of funds to these interests is 
ngly comparable to the way funds are allocated in 
nurch at home. This is a proper use of funds for 
he home church and the mission church because 
ver the church endeavors to minister to total life 
st have a balanced, integrated ministry to all peo- 
all circumstances. 


)JRE DIRECTIONS 

rsay that the church is established in Nigeria and is 
in its task of witnessing to the gospel in many 
of life does not suggest that our task there is com- 
1! It suggests rather that during these current 
we are completing one epoch of church develop- 
and entering a new period in which the situation 
be different from the former time. The new situa- 
mas two new elements: the reality of the Nigerian 
and the grand awakening! 

= continuing task with the maturing church is for 
ission enterprise to work deliberately and with in- 
ing pace to make both the church and the mission 
*ian-centered and Nigerian-controlled. Even with 
ited leadership, the church must be increasingly 
msible for its own life, for the affairs of its local 
-egations, for the determining of policies which in- 
tee the life of its membership, for establishing liai- 
ith the government and other religious bodies. The 
soring mission will want to take the initiative in 
mdering more and more of the controls and privi- 
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leges. To develop leadership the Nigerian must feel a 
genuine partnership in the making of decisions and in 
their implementation. Nothing else will satisfy both the 
urge for status and current nationalistic feelings; noth- 
ing else will meet the requirement of sharing responsi- 
bility if strong men of God are to be developed; nothing 
else will develop a confident Christian community. 


In the new era strong bonds of fraternity between the 
church here and the church there should continue. The 
basic oneness of the Christian community in the world 
must counteract some of the negative and divisive pos- 
sibilities inherent in strong nationalism. This suggests 
that the mext generation of fraternal relations between 
the church in America and the church in Nigeria will 
need to be grounded in creative demonstrations of our 
unity in Christ and our common brotherhood. 


While much of the present mission program will con- 
tinue about as it is, it is imperative in mission strategy 
to explore on an experimental basis new patterns of 
helpfulness, brotherhood and fraternity within which 
climate the gospel of our Lord has fresh opportunity to 
be manifest. Secularism, paternalism and exclusive- 
ness must be counteracted in such experiments. In so 
far as possible—and let not the difficulty of doing this be 
underestimated—the negative features of master-serv- 
ant, supervisor-laborer, privileged-underprivileged, 
white-black, missionary-national and home-foreign rela- 
tionships should be avoided. No one is sure what these 
new patterns can be, but perhaps our Brethren exper- 
ience in work camps, volunteer service, short-term 
workers rendering technical assistance, specialists in 
sociological and economic problems give us some clues. 
Perhaps these are significant new methods realized a- 
new in this generation for serving the Christian commu- 
nity and establishing the church. Whatever the forms 
of the mew pattern, they must unmistakably demon- 
strate our brotherhood across cultural, racial and lan- 
guage barriers. 
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Missionary Lloyd Neve and 
family in Japan 


Return to Japan 


By Lloyd Neve 


Coming back to our adopted land 
was pure pleasure. We stayed a 
week with Paul and Joyce John- 
sen and thus had a chance to see 
their work. Paul has regular meet- 
ings in his home in Chiba City, with 
an average attendance of 30-40. He 
has also obtained permission to use 
a private kindergarten near his 
home for children’s meetings and 
that is where he has his Sunday 
School. The foundations are thus 
being laid for the first Lutheran 
church in Chiba city. 


In addition Paul has started work 
in a rural community near Chiba, 
has regular meetings in a large TB 
sanitarium nearly 30 minutes by 
car from his house, and holds pas- 
toral responsibility for one of our 
established congregations, Nakaya- 
ma, some distance from Chiba. Both 
Paul and Joyce have made wonder- 
ful progress in their use of Japan- 
ese. Paul has been preaching reg- 


ularly several times a week since 
he moved to Chiba in March. 


On the way down to Kurume, 
September 15th, we were greeted 
by Dr. Winther in Kobe. In spite 
of the tremendous load of work he 
is carrying, both teaching and 
preaching, both of us agreed that 
he looks better now than he has for 


several years. Maybe it’s because 
of all the sleep he’s getting ... he 
admitted to getting all of six hours 
a night these days. 


And we are happy to be in Kuru- 
me even though we are temporarily 
living in the garage until our house 
is completed probably in another 
two or three weeks. Thanks to 
boys from the Kobe Bible School, 
most of our preaching places have 
continued without interruption 
while we were gone. In a few days, 
as soon as we get a little more set 


Missionary Paul C. Johnsen and family in Japan 
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| 
Our Missionaries) 


DEAR FRIENDS of our miss} 
fields in Santalistan, Sudan, Jag) 
and Colombia! Again this year | 
bring you a foreign missions ist; 
of The Ansgar Lutheran. At tinh 
some of you have requested inf | 
mation about our missionaries, }) 
we intended to give you a h 
sketch with pictures of each one} 
them. We did not get them all. 


A sincere appreciation to you | 
missionaries who have contribuil 
the material for this special iss) 
for all your articles. May your | 
forts be richly blessed and may }, 
together “serve the Lord with glé 
ness.” : 


K. R. Jens ; 


ROA 
OKO OK OK ORK OKO ORO A RD 


tled, we shall make the rount 


| 
again. 7 
While in Tokyo, we heard # 
Pastor Inadomi has had a relapl 
and will not be able to work uml 
next April, a hard blow to 
seminary. We also spoke wi 
Maya Winther on the phone # 
other day. Still maintaining fF 
tremendous load of work, she 
nevertheless not entirely well. § 
has a recurrent fever caused U 
doubtedly by overwork. . 
Please pray for these friends a 
for the work of the Lord here 
Japan that His will may be da 
here also. 7 


| 
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new missionary just out of lan- 
» school assigned to begin new 
in a new field faces a most 
ling experience. Problems 
these arise immediately: 1) 
He «will we hold our meetings? 
bw can we get people to come 
ir meetings? 3) who will help 
‘the teaching? 4) what will be 
plans for the future? 
h our situation here in Chiba 
these problems have arisen, 
under God’s guidance they 
been overcome. When the 
mese Church in Convention 
‘year assigned the Johnsen 
to Chiba City we moved to 
ro from Kyoto (where we had 
studying Japanese) and ap- 
thed our new assignment with 
1 trembling. However, the first 
em of where to hold our meet- 
soon was solved for the time 
Mrs. Tanabe, a Social work- 
ho had been baptized as a 
stian many years ago in Kyu- 
was living in Chiba City. She 
adiately opened her house to 
hold meetings each week. 
in September of last year a 
mary student went with me to 
1 those meetings. During this 
our new house in Chiba City 
ee second problem of finding 
le interested in attending our 
gs also was taken care of. 
nds of Mrs. Tanabe as well as 
seran Hour listeners (The Lu- 
eeran Hour is very popular in 
nm) whom we contacted began 
ng to our meetings. In March 
nis year our new home was 
pleted and we began Sunday 
sing services here. A private 
srgarten just 150 meters from 
[house was borrowed to begin 
Sunday School. 
_ to the third problem of who 
.d help with the teaching and 
ching this help has been obtain- 
‘rom various sources. As_ al- 
all the people who come to 
meetings are not Christians we 
call upon them to teach Bi- 


uy 
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Missionary Paul C. Johnsen 


ble classes, Sunday School, etc. One 
young seminary student travels 
two hours by train each Sunday 
morning to come out here to teach 
Sunday School. A young evangelist 
was secured and is now living here 
in Chiba City. He helps with Sun- 
day School, helps at other preach- 
ing places, works with Lutheran 
Hour listeners, and helps with the 
calling. At the present time, besides 
the Sunday morning worship serv- 
ice we have a weekly Study group 
for those interested in baptism, an 
English Bible Class as well as 
monthly Young People’s meetings. 
A new Bible class in Japanese will 
begin in October and will meet 
weekly in the evenings. 

Evangelism in a new area calls 
for future planning. A foreign mis- 
sionary knows that he cannot con- 
tinue to hold meetings in his pri- 
vate home for any great length of 
time and expect the congregation to 
grow. Therefore it is hoped that in 
the near future a small portable 
chapel can be erected on a perman- 
ent location. When this is done the 
congregation can get a feeling of 
permanency. Also, the ever pres- 
ent problem of the language bar- 
rier as well as the inability of a 
new missionary to fully understand 
the Japanese situation and people 
calls for constant vigilance. and 
prayer. We thank God that the 
problem of the foreigner meeting 
the Japanese is never as great when 
it is on the level of-a spiritual fel- 
lowship. 

It is hoped that also in the near 
future more souls will be baptized 
so that a congregation with its own 
leaders and workers will come 
forth. That problems will always 
arise we expect. But no problem is 
too great that it cannot be met by 
the Christian. The Church in Japan 
is built upon the same foundation 
as the Church throughout the 
world, that of Jesus Christ. His 
promises will never fail us. 

The missionary is always in the 
dilemma of just how much of his 


The Chiba City Preaching Place 


time he should devote to one 
preaching place. There is a vast 
field in Japan. Besides our Chiba 
Preaching Place we hold meetings 
weekly at two other preaching 
places. There are more that stand 
ready to be opened. Again it is the 
problem of too few laborers. Men 
are waiting to hear the Gospel. 
They are waiting for us to bring it. 
k 

Pastor Paul C. Johnsen was born 
June 29, 1925, to Mr. and Mrs. John 
P. Johnsen in Fremont, Nebraska. 
In January of 1943 he was gradu- 
ated from Fremont High School 
and immediately entered Dana Col- 
lege. In September of the same 
year he was drafted into the United 
States Army in which he served 
until April, 1946. About a year and 
a half of this time was spent in 
Europe. Upon discharge, a sum- 
mer session at Midland College and 
three more years at Dana brought 
graduation in June of 1949. His 
time spent overseas, two summers 
spent as assistant to former Mis- 
sionary Joe Girtz, evangelistic Pas- 
tors, and a Christian home influ- 
enced his decision to enter Trinity 
Theological Seminary and prepare 
to become a Christian missionary. 
One year of Seminary was spent at 
Luther Theological Seminary in St. 
Paul, Minnesota. Upon returning 
to Trinity he graduated in May of 
1952. He was ordained June 22, 
1952, at Albert Lea, Minnesota. 

On June 2, 1952, Miss C. Joyce 
Nelson, also of Fremont, Nebraska, 
and Pastor Johnsen were married. 
Mrs. Johnsen was born im Avoca, 
Iowa, May 14, 1929, to Pastor and 
Mrs. Carl A. Nelson. She graduated 
from Fremont High School in May 
of 1946. She then attended Dana 
College three years after which she 
became employed as a teacher in 
the Valley, Nebraska, school sys- 
tem. 

The Johnsens were commissioned 
to serve as missionaries to Japan 
on July 7, 1952, at First Lutheran 
Church of Fremont. They sailed 


for Japan on August 10 after spend- 
ing one month with their support- 
ing congregation, St. Paul’s Lu- 
theran Church of Lynwood, Cali- 
fornia. Arriving in Japan on Au- 
gust 24 they began Japanese lan- 
guage study in the city of Kyoto. 
There they lived and studied until 
June of 1954 when they moved to 
Tokyo to supervise the building of 
their new home in Chiba City. In 
March of 1955 they moved into 
their new home and field and are 
working as Missionaries assigned 
to Chiba Prefecture. 

Two boys have been born to the 
Johnsens during their stay in Ja- 
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pan. They are Timothy Paul, born 
in Kyoto on September 10, 1953, 


| 
October 24, 1 


and David John, born in Tokyx 
March 2, 1955. . 
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Helen Danielson 


As quite a young girl I exper- 
jenced the joy of what it was to 
speak to a soul about Christ. As a 
student, the joy increased. Then, as 
I sat in the classes at L.B.I. the call 
of God became crystallized in my 
soul. God had no hands but our 
hands, no lips but our lips to lead 
men in his way. 


But where serve Christ? I 
searched the Word to see if I could 
stay at home and still obey God? 
Would it be possible to enjoy the 
comforts of home and never cross 
the boundaries of my country and 


still carry out the Lord’s com- 
mand? 

As I studied the Word I found 
such expressions as: “all nations; 
every creature; uttermost parts.” 
I discovered that the Gospel was 


for the whole world. 


Then I argued, but why go before 
all have been saved here? There is 
much to be done here, why not 
complete the task here first? There 
was only one answer. The field is 
the world. You have never heard 
of a farmer just working in one lit- 
tle corner of his field. He works 
the whole field. Do you remember 
how Christ fed the five thousand? 
How he fed the front row, and then 
went back and gave them the sec- 
ond piece, the third and fourth and 
the back row just kept waiting? No, 
we do not read that. Christ fed ev- 
ery row. They did not have to say, 
why do you give them over and 
over and we don’t even have the 
first piece? 


Then the question came to me— 
but why should I go? Why not 
some one in the next generation? 
When God spoke to me and said— 
this generation can only reach this 
generation. This generation cannot 
reach the past generation, they are 
dead and gone. The Christians of 
the last generation were responsi- 
ble for them. We cannot reach the 


next generation they are mot h 
The only generation we can 
is this one. And unless we 
them they shall be lost. 


fields. Every fall harvesters 
rushed to the fields. Why 
haste? Why not take their tim 
Why must it be done now? Bee 
it is now or never. The harvest } 
not wait. 


And thus my friends here I @ 
Never could I wish myself & 
place else. The need was urgent, 
could not wait. It was go no 
never. Before it was too late. 
there might be a harvest in So 
America also. But, oh my frie 
how little the harvest. A few 
not reap what many could. T 
must be lost. But “their blood ¥ 
I require of thy hands.” 


Tl 


Again I plead with you 9 
friends, and especially with y 
young men who are finishing ¢ 
ministry, how can we all choose 
feed those few souls at home wW 
have heard over and over 2 
while the heathen lands do | 
have one chance, not the first ti 
May God show you where he wol 
use YOU. 


For South America’s lost 
Helen Dani 
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Missionary Arnfeld C. Morck 


i 
mfeld Christian Morck was 
February 10th, 1913, at Glen 
n, Saskatchewan. He was bap- 
_in Denmark and grew up in 
‘son, Alberta, where he was 
‘rmed. At an early age he be- 
2 very much interested in for- 
missions, especially through 
influence of Missionary Jens 
Pi). 


attended high school at Dick- 
-and Bible School at Camrose, 
‘rta. His college training was 
“Samrose Lutheran College, the 
ersity of Saskatchewan, the 
tonal University of Mexico, and 
ia College. He is a graduate of 
latter. His seminary training 
at Luther Seminary, Saska- 
, Canada, and Trinity Semi- 
+, Blair, Nebraska. He received 
.D. degree from Trinity Semi- 
r, Before graduation he had re- 
ied a Call from the Board of 
sign Missions of our Synod to 
re in Latin America. Before go- 
o the field he was united in 
wiage to Irene Norre of Dick- 
September 10th, 1944. Togeth- 
Ichey went to Colombia in De- 
ber of the same year. 


me first assignment on the field 

to direct the Bible School, also 
poral work, a good deal of trav- 
ind editing the mission paper. 


n May 15th, 1946, Mrs. Morck 
in Bogota, leaving Agnes, a 
month old baby, and her hus- 

Ml, who was in Brazil on a sur- 

trip. In January of 1947 his sis- 

lla went to Colombia to assist 

‘brother. 


January 5th, 1948, Rev. 
k was united in marriage to 
r Thorkildson, a missionary 
olombia under the E.L.C. The 


and family in South America 


marriage has been blessed with two 
daughters, Alice and Anita. 


During a second term of service 
the Morcks were stationed in Me- 
dellin engaged in translations and 


student work. As this goes to print, . 


Rev. Morck and family are about to 
return to Colombia for a third 
term of service. 


Hildur Thorkildson Morck was 
born September 24th, 1918, at Por- 
tal, North Dakota. She was brought 
to the Lord in holy baptism a few 
weeks later. She lived on a farm 
in North Dakota till 11 years of age, 
when the family moved to Silver- 
ton, Oregon. The parents chose a 
house close to school and church in 
Oregon, since they had lived far 
from both in North Dakota, and 
they felt that was a definite handi- 
cap in bringing up their children. 
In Silverton their children had the 
advantage of Sunday School, Lu- 
ther League, Bible Camp, and choir 
in addition to regular worship serv- 
ices. 


Next to the loving guidance of 
her parents in the Christian walk, 
she is indebted to her Bible class 
teacher during high school years, 
Miss Clarissa Brager, for encour- 
agement and help in Bible study 
and prayer. 


The Lord used various means to 
interest her in missions, the first 
being through the few missionaries 
who visited her home-church in 
Silverton. After high school she at- 
tended business college at Salem, 
Oregon, and graduated from the sec- 
retarial course. Several of the suc- 
ceeding years were spent in pri- 


7 


vate, state, and federal offices. In 
1943 she felt a definite call to more 
Bible study in order to serve her 
Lord better. She studied one year 
at the Los Angeles Lutheran Bible 
Institute and a second year at the 
Minneapolis L.B.I. During the sec- 
ond year she had the privilege of 
doing office work part time in sev- 
eral of the E.L.C. church offices, in- 
cluding the Foreign Missions Of- 
fice. More and more the missions 
of South America were laid upon 
her heart, but nothing definite had 
developed at the time of graduation 
from the L.B.I.; so she accepted a 
position in the Lutheran Welfare 
office in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 
During the eight months there, she 
sought out the Lord’s will in that 
respect, and felt that He would 
have her go to South America, 
whereupon she made application to 
the Board of the World Mission 
Prayer League to go to Bolivia as 
secretary to the Field Director, Pas- 
tor Winehardt, and to the field con- 
ference as needed. She was extend- 
ed a call, and in August, 1946, went 
to Medellin, Colombia, to study the 
language for a year. A month la- 
ter word was received of the death 
of Pastor Winehardt. Despite that 
and other unforeseen changes in 
events, she continued her studies, 
confident that the Lord would 
guide her into His place. In the 
spring of 1947 the ELC Board of 
Foreign Missions extended her a 
call to serve as parish worker on 
the joint field of the ELC and 
UELC in Colombia. This call was 
accepted with thanksgiving to the 
Lord for His faithfulness and for 
permitting her to labor in His Col- 
ombian vineyard. Her first assign- 
ment by the Field Conference was 
to be with the Harold Olson family 
at El Cocuy as parish visitor. There 
she served, mainly in children’s 
work, until her marriage to Pastor 
Morck in 1948. 


Besides caring for the family and 
home, Mrs. Morck helps her hus- 
band in the literature work assigned 
to him, as well as with correspon- 
dence and other phases of their 
missionary activity. 
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because God was merciful to me In the summer of 1941, 
and because He gave me a Chris- had finished my college work, Ri 
tian home. and Mrs. Thompsen returned fre 


Later I attended Dana College Africa to retire. In August I @ 
(1936-38) and Augustana College plied to Denmark. At that time ¢ 
in Rock Island, Illinois (1938-’41). | Synod did not send missionaries 
Prior to going to Africa I spent one Africa. Europe was in the midst 
year at the Lutheran Bible Institute the second world war, although 1 
in Minneapolis. ; United States was not involved y 

As a child I always seemed to be At a Board meeting in Septem 
drawn toward missions, and es- the mission accepted me as one 


pecially to Africa. As I grew older their missionaries. 

the desire became clearer and fo- The next step was to get a 
cused on Africa and the Sudan Mis- or entry permit into Nigeria, 
sion. Whenever Rev. and Mrs. Al- which country the mission is 


fred Thompsen would come to our cated. While I waited for the visa 
church, it was as if that mission attended The Lutheran Bible Ins 
was the place I felt the urge to go _— tute. Finally in April of 1942 I¢ 


Helen M. Jacobsen and help. It was a gradual unfold- it, and the following September 

I was born in Racine, Wisconsin, ing of (God’s will for my life. If ever left for Nigeria. 
on May 26th, 1918, and baptized in some other work or plan seemed to Now I have completed thr 
Immanuel’s Church there. I attend- be attractive, on second thought I terms (about three years eaé€ 


ed public schools in Racine, and would always come back to Africa. term) in the mission and am in f 
was confirmed by the Rev. A. Th. I had to make sure if it were God’s midst of the fourth term. As I thi 
Schultz. I am very thankful for the — will or just my own idea. The only _ of all the goodness of God and 
Christian home and parents that doubt or question was whether I many blessings, it is with dé 
God gave me. I have never been should go as a teacher or in the gratitude to Him for all His meré 


drawn into the world away from medical profession. It was as a Yours in the service of Christ 
Christ and the church. It is only _ teacher that I finally went. Helen M. Jacobsen 
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com its very beginning among 
Hmitive people, the Santals, in 
orthwest corner of India, the 
1 Mission has been a joint un- 
faking, supported first by Chris- 
‘brethren in India as an “Indian 
e Mission” and later by mis- 
friends in Denmark, Norway, 
any, England, and since the 
y nineties also in America. 
ay illustrious names have been 
ciated with this work, like the 
A. Pedersons, J. H. Blegen, An- 
is Helland, P. Kjolhedes, Jens 
in, J. A. Hulteng, and other 
es of missionaries and board 
nbers who are still among us. 
work started in Santal Par- 
as, now im the province of Bi- 
and has spread in a northeast- 
direction across Bengal into 
along the Bhutanese border. 
the Bhutanese are now being 
thed with the Gospel. And at a 
nt meeting the American Board 
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THE SANTAL MISSION 


By M. C. Dixen 


of the Santal Mission called a 
young missionary couple to work 
inside East Pakistan, where the 
Santal Mission already has a Chris- 
tian Church numbering over 1,000 
members. The total number of 
Christians on the field of the San- 
tal Mission has reached the 33,000 
mark. Daily they are being added 
who through the preaching of the 
Gospel come to faith in the Lord. 

But for the time being it is be- 
coming more and more difficult to 
send new missionaries to India, un- 
less these are replacements. The 
necessity of training native workers 
therefore has become more and 
more apparent. To meet the situa- 
tion we are strengthening our semi- 
nary and Bible schools as well as 
our secondary and primary schools, 
and are developing strong agricul- 
tural departments at Kaerabani and 
Grahampur High Schools. We also 
have invited promising students to 


News and Notes 


ne Foreign Mission Articles in this 
= have been edited by Pastor K. 
ensen, Viborg, |S. Dak., for the For- 
, Mission Board. 


ne first article and the three pic- 
-s in the issue have been used by 
mission of the Gospel Messenger. 


pencer, Iowa. Bethany Lutheran 
rch has taken upon itself to pay 
of the salary, $500.00, for the mis- 
aries, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Wabhl- 
1 in Sudan. The Wahlgrens are 
nbers of Bethany. 


ortgage Burning at Toronto, Can- 

The days, October 2, 3, and 4, 
e days of thanksgiving, joy and 
itual edification for the members 
st. Ansgar Lutheran Church, Tor- 
. Three things seemed to call for 
slebration: the fact that we have 
1 in our own church for seven 
‘s, the fact that we had gotten the 
tgage on the church and lot paid, 
the observance of our Canadian 
nksgiving. (The latter was really 
brated one week early.) Pastor 
5. I. Jensen was the invited speak- 
and delivered some excellent mes- 


1S. 


The mortgage burning occurred fol- 
lowing the sermon at the Sunday morn- 
ing service. Representatives from vari- 
ous organizations and, age groups pass- 
ed a burning candle from one to an- 
other as they stood before the altar 
rail, the intention being to symbolize 
the fact that all of us look upon this 
as being “our” church in a very special 
way, and that we are united in this. 
The youngest person in the group, the 
Sunday School’s representative, set the 
mortgage ablaze as the congregation 
joined in singing, “From all that dwell 
below the skies, Let the Creator’s 
praise arise .. .” On Sunday evening, 
an Open House was held in the church 
parlors. The ladies had all brought 
goodies for the coffee table, and one 
of the men had supplied a huge “kran- 
sekage.” A short program was enjoy- 
ed by all as we joined in singing 
hymns of thanksgiving, in hearing the 
choir sing, in listening to two excel- 
lent piano numbers, and in being chal- 
lenged by one of our laymen to re- 
member that there is still much to be 
done. October 2nd, 3rd, and 4th were 
good days, and we thank God for them. 


Racine, Wis. Rev. Cornelius Hansen, 
upon an invitation from the American 


come to America for further train- 
ing. These students have been won- 
derful ambassadors. 


The Santal Mission also has a 
well developed medical work, car- 
ried on by five missionary doctors 
and about thirty registered nurses. 
Over 100,000 patients were treated 
last year. These all came in direct 
contact with the Gospel. 


The Santal Mission warrants our 
continued prayerful support. India 
is still a promising field with chal- 
lenging. possibilities, though the 
Hindus make an organized effort to 
keep their country Hindi. But we 
work under God, laying hold on His 
promises and look ‘forward to the 
day when “The kingdom of the 
world has become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Christ, and he 
shall reign for ever and ever.” Rev. 
11215, 


Lutheran Church, recently delivered 
a series of three inspirational address- 
es at a three-day conference held at 
the DeKoven Foundation and sponsor- 
ed by the A.L.C. Board of Parish Kau- 
cation. The conference, which was a 
special meeting for the Board mem- 
bers and the District committees on 
parish education, was attended by a- 
bout 50 pastors and 20 lay members 
from all the Districts of the American 
Lutheran Church. 


No. Hollywood, Calif. We were happy 
to be able to attend the Synodical con- 
vention at Lynwood this summer. 233 
children attended the Daily Vacation 
Bible School. Two choirs have con- 
tinued through the summer ably di- 
rected by Robert Bent, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Eric Bengfeldt. 

A Bible Study group is meeting reg- 
ularly for 16 “advanced” inquiries. 
It will soon divide itself. It is hoped 
this is the first of many such groups. 
P.T.R. mission will be carried on start- 
ing Oct. 19. These are advance pre- 
parations: At least 96 members signed 
up for a 24 hour prayer clock. They will 
pray for the success of the mission 15 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Reformer With A Song 
By John W. Nielsen 


Luther was a man of music. From the time that Stu- 
dent Martin sang in the streets of Magdeburg to that 
when the mighty theologian of Wittenberg put congre- 
gational singing back in the church, there was a song 
in his heart and on his lips. 

As a schoolboy he roamed the streets of Magdeburg 
and Eisenach in the company of other students singing 
from door to door in the quest for food. His sweet voice 
won the heart of Frau Cotta in whose home he was soon 
a regular guest. There he found not only an apprecia- 
tive audience but also an atmosphere of refinement and 
culture. 

What expression for song Luther found in the Augus- 
tinian monastery we do not know. Neither do we know 
what time there was for song during the tense and un- 
certain years that followed the nailing of the ninety-five 
theses upon the door of the castle church at Wittenberg 
on that autum day of 1517, but we can be certain that 
words often broke forth in music from the reformer’s 
lips. 

Early in the Reformation, Luther sensed the need 
for music in the church. He wrote to friends deploring 
the lack of poets and musicians in their day. Then one 
day he heard of the martyrdom of two Augustinian 
friars who had been burned at the stake in Brussels be- 
cause they had proclaimed Luther’s views of the Gospel 
in that city. Deeply moved Luther wrote a poem begin- 
ning, “By help of God, I fain would tell a new and won- 
drous story.” The poem was set to music. So complete 
was its reception by the peoples of northern Europe 
that unwittingly Luther discovered himself to be a 
hymn writer as well as reformer. 

The new evangelical hymns appealed so greatly to the 
people that a Roman Catholic priest wrote, “Luther’s 
songs have damned more souls than all his books and 
speeches.” Someone else said, “The people are singing 
themselves into the new doctrines.” 

Luther soon became the foremost hymn writer of the 
Reformation. In 1524 he published a collection of his 
hymns to be used in congregational worship. But not 
only in church did Luther find opportunity for song. 
In 1525 he had exchanged his single life for marriage. 
In the home that he and his Katie founded there was 
ample opportunity for song. One of the most beautiful 
domestic scenes of all times is that of Luther, the man 
of controversy and activity, lost in song beside the 
cradle of one of his six beloved children. 

Luther’s best-known hymn, which has become a 
source of encouragement for Christians throughout the 
world, ranks sixth in our hymn poll. It is the stirring 
hymn of the Reformation, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God.” Luther did not claim complete originality for the 
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hymn, but stated that it was based upon Psalm 46. 
you read the words of the psalm and then those of [| 
ther’s mighty song, you will find little verbal similarif} 
Yet in each you will sense the complete and unwave} 
ing trust in God that characterized their authors. TI 
was the spirit that Luther wanted to capture in his sol 
and this he succeeded in doing. In all of his translatij) 
Luther strove for more than literal exactness; he aim 
also for faithfulness of spirit. 


During this week that precedes our Reformation fe 
tival read carefully the words of Luther’s hymn and f# 
psalm upon which they were based. 


PSALM 46 


God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear though the earth shop 
change, 
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sé 
Though its waters roar and foam, : 
though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 


There is a river whose streams make glad the city | 
God, 

the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved; 
God will help her right early. 

The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 
He utters His voice, the earth melts. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 


Come, behold the works of the Lord, 
how He has wrought desolations in the earth. 
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
He breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, 
He burns the chariots with fire! 
“Be still, and know that I am God. 
I am exalted among the nations, 
I am exalted in the earth!” 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 


: 


It is significant to note that the Hebrew word tran: 
lated “refuge” in each of the three stanzas of the psalt 
may also be translated “fortress,” hence Luther’s us 
of that term. 


Having read the psalm, now read the words of La 
ther’s hymn. Note how they exhibit the same confident 
in the trustworthiness of God that the words of t 
psalmist convey. Note too how they apply to our day % 
well as his. 
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A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR LORD 
A mighty fortress is our Lord, 
A sure defense to save us! 
He frees us with His trusty sword 
When trouble would enslave us. 
The foe of all mankind 
Great evil has designed; 
His cruel weapons still 
Are force and cunning skill; 
On earth is not his equal. 


With might of ours we cannot win, 
Soon were our loss effected; 

But with us in the battle’s din 

Is One whom God elected. 

Ask ye, Who may this be? 

The Lord of hosts is He; 

Christ Jesus is His name, 

True God from heav’n He came 


A Study Of II Timothy 


id: The entire letter 
o you agree that this letter is: 


“A VICTORIOUS TESTIMONY 
FROM A DYING CONQUEROR?” 
RODUCTION: 
"ou like to receive letters from members of your 
ily and from friends who are far away, don’t you? 
e you ever received a love-letter from your sweet- 
art? Perhaps you have some special letters tucked 
ay in your dresser that are very personal and preci- 
3. You wouldn’t want anyone else to read these confi- 
ntial letters. 
3ut perhaps you would like to read someone else’s 
-sonal love letters in the New Testament. But they 
» not to be kept secret. You are to read and re-read 
*se letters as others have done for nineteen centuries. 
JTHOR: 
[he letter we’re going to study during the next four 
five weeks was written by a prisoner in Rome to a 
ar young Christian who was in Ephesus. It is “Paul, 
apostle of Christ Jesus,” who writes to “Timothy, 
- beloved child,” (or as one version translates it, “my 
n dearly loved son.”) Yes, the old bachelor Paul con- 
ered himself to be the ‘father’, spiritually speaking, 
young Timothy. 
As Paul sits in the prison dungeon in Rome, he 
ows the sentence of death will be carried out soon, 
1 he longs to see ‘his child’ once more before he dies. 
4) Yet, it isn’t of himself he is thinking when he 
tes this letter. It is Timothy he is concerned about. 
CKGROUND AND CIRCUMSTANCES: 


‘his is Paul’s last letter, as far as we know. But even 
that dark hour when Paul was in prison for a crime 
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In ev’ry strife to conquer. 

Though devils all the world should fill, 
_ All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill, 

They shall not overpow’r us. 

The prince of hell may still 

Scowl fiercely as he will, 

No harm to us is done, 

He’s judged, the fight is won; 

A single word o’erthrows him. 


The Word of God shall stand secure; 
They cannot work their pleasure. 
The Spirit, with His gifts so pure, 
We have in fullest measure. 

What though they take this life, 
Goods, honor, child and wife? 

Their hatred still is vain, 

They have no lasting gain; 

We still possess the kingdom. 


Into His Word 


By Norlan L. Hanson 


of which he was not guilty, there is a note of trium- 
phant faith in his words. His friends were forsaking 
him now when he needed them most. He was being left 
alone to suffer. From the reports he had received it 
seemed that persecution from without and false teaching 
from within might blot out the cause for which he had 
given his life. And Paul knew the heartaches and the 
hardships Timothy would have to face as a young pas- 
tor in the city of Ephesus. But even in the midst of all 
these dark circumstances, Paul writes this dynamic 
testimony of triumph and victory. 


THEME AND PURPOSE: 

What are some of the leading thoughts which Paul 
expressed? Can you discover the purpose or purposes 
for this letter? 

In this, his second letter to Timothy, Paul seeks to 
stimulate the faith and courage which Timothy had al- 
ready shown in his life. The plea for faithfulness and 
loyalty to the sound teaching of truth in Christ Jesus is 
made very strong. There is loving counsel and straight- 
forward advice concerning the practical problems of the 
Ephesian parish. All of these things are found in the let- 
ter. But it is the requests which Paul makes toward the 
close that give it that particularly personal touch, es- 
pecially when we realize that Paul knew it was only a 
question of time before he would be executed. 

Read the letter again from beginning to end, and next 
week we will study chapter one in more detail. 

(The author of our study in II Timothy is Norlan L. 
Hanson, pastor of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at 
Owatonna, Minnesota and Trinity Lutheran Church at 
Blooming Prairie. Pastor Hanson is also President of 
the Minnesota District Luther League.—Editor.) 
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CHURCH AND COMPANY CHRISTIANS 


Church and company Christians 

Do you know the kind I mean? 

To your face they are sweet and gentle. 

To your back they connive and scheme. 

Their horns very nicely hold their halos just so. 

And they certainly please the Devil in his domain below. 

For how better could he {be served than to hide behind the 
Bible? 

But believe me when I say they shall be held liable. 


Their children can always tell by the tone used when they 
are called. 

If company’s hat and coat are hanging in the hall. 

In company’s presence they are called 
Such endearing names, 

But alone with the family there is quite a change. 


Their favorite saying to their family is 
“Do as I say, not as I do.” 
Now this is good advice since their faults are many not few. 


Friends can never understand if their child runs away. 
Or from the “Home fires” their mate should stray. 
For hasn’t this person told you so many times with tears in 


his eyes. 


What a good Christian he is and a good Christian never lies. 
But what he neglected to tell you he’s 

“The church and Company” kind. 
With a very unhappy family I’m sure you will always find. 


—Adelyn Kirkwood. 
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USE OF THE BIBLE 


The Bible is not a thing to be wor- 
shiped. 

A savage might bow down to a tele- 
scope, but an astronomer knows bet- 
ter. It is not to be looked at but to 
look through. 

To bind a Bible beautifully, to lift 
it reverently, to speak of it with ad- 
miration, to guard it with all care is 
not at all to the point. 

Look through it. Find God with it. 
See what God was to the men of the 
Bible, and then let him be the same to 
you. ; 

See the proofs of his power, and 
prove that power for yourself in your- 
self. 

Search the Scriptures for the testi- 
mony of Jesus, and honor them by be- 
ing an honor to the One they reveal. 


—Maltbie Babcock. 


A NARROW WINDOW 


By Florence Earle Coates 


A narrow window may let in the 
light, 
A tiny star dispel the gloom of 
night, 


A little deed a mighty wrong set 
right. 


A rose, abloom, may make a desert 
fair, 

A single cloud thay darken all the 
air, 

A spark may kindle ruin and de- 
spair. 


A smile, and there may be an end 
to strife; 
A look of love, and hate may sheathe 
the knife; 
A word—ah, it may be the word of 
life! 
—The Free Methodist. 


THIS LOVELY WORLD 
By Mary Peacock 
The world is such a lovely place, 
With field and stream and tree, 
The sky above—the grass below, 
And folks like you, and me. 
I like to think that God, who made 
Each lovely thing, and true, 
Has given them in sacred trust 
To folks like me, and you. 
For sometimes, in the silver night, 
When stars shine bright and clear, 
I seem to hear him speak to me— 


| 
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And know that he is near. 
“Oh learn to live!” he whispers loy 

“Forgive, and gladly share. 
Then every day, this lovely world 

‘Will grow for you more fair!” 
And so, I know it’s up to us— 

To folks like you, and me, 
To keep this world the lovely place } 

That God would have it be! 


Junior 
INTERPOLA'TION 


A man was reading a prepared ad) 
dress to a meeting of industrialist 
and he swung into his speech: 


“The average lbusinessman is tire 
He has worked long and diligently if 
difficult times, and he is weary. He ij 
physically and mentally exhauste 
But he isn’t nearly as tired as fl 
girls who have to type all this hog 
wash.” 


There came a long tense pause, a de 
lighted audience began to laugh in ap 
preciation. The speaker stared at 
script in unbelief, 


“Why,” he blurted at last, “I never! 
wrote anything like that!” 


—The Rotary Hub 
CASUAL CASUALTY 


A boy scout troop was being aC 
as “guinea pigs” in a civil defense test 
in a Western city. The mock air raid 
was staged and the scouts imperson- 
ated wounded persons who were to be 
picked up and cared for by members 
of the defense organization. 


One scout was supposed to be on 
the ground and await his rescuers, bul 
the first aid people got behind sched 
ule with their work and the scout 
lay “wounded” for several hours. 


When the first aid men finally ar- 
rived on the spot where the casual y 
was supposed to be, they found noth 
ing but a penciled note: : 

“Have ‘bled to death and gone 
home.” 


—Wall Street Journal 


} 


A man purchased 6 apples at the 
grocery store. e 


“That will be $1.65 please,” said the 
clerk. The fellow handed the clerk 
$2 and started to walk out the door. 


“You forgot your change, sir,” call- 
ed the clerk. 

“That’s all right, you keep it,’ re 
torted the customer, “I stepped on 2 
grape on the way in.” 
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HE DAWN COMES UP LIKE THUNDER” 
(Continued from page 3) 

e accomplishment of this will require great agility 
e€ mission enterprise and creative alertness to the 
challenge the Asia-Africa awakening is presenting 
e church. Traditional organizational, financial and 
nistrative patterns must adapt themselves so as to 
for the greatest possible assistance to the young 

tch and the young Christians in Nigeria. 

{l of Africa is tense! Nigeria has her share of ten- 
between religious groups, tribes, northerners and 
erners! If Africa is to regard the church as rele- 

' for her, the church in this new area of advance for 
ingdom must establish New Testament koinonia, 
erhood! This is a concept close to the basic nature 

function of the early church. This is the “reconcep- 

of the nature of the church” so forcibly presented 


S AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 9) 

tes each at the church. This will 

ct. 19-20. Oct. 23, 40 visitation 
ns will be installed at the morning 
lice, Oct. 26 prayer and _ praise 
iice, Oct. 30, the mission itself be- 
. The Rev. Adolph Kloth is pastor 


ne church. 


ne Lutheran Bible Institute will be 
ducting its annual camp at Mount 
mel, Alexandria, Minnesota, for the 
ty-seventh year next summer, June 
1956, through September 3, 1956. 
» this year a pastors’ week will be 
uded. Dates for this week are July 
August 4. 
n October 2 the Reverend Wilson 
=rberg was installed as dean of the 
meapolis school and the Reverend 
R. Bloomquist, formerly of Berk- 
Michigan, was installed as a mem- 
of the faculty of the Minneapolis 
ol by Dr. George Aus, chairman 
he Board of Trustees. 


dy Shows Change in 

us of Clergy Salaries 

fashington, D. C.—Clergymen drop- 
from the upper 30 per cent of sal- 
d workers in the United States 
ne lowest 30 per cent between 1939 
1949. 

his was disclosed in the report of 
tudy released here by the U. S. 
sus Bureau. 

1e study, which dealt with chang- 
patterns of income distribution in 
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world! 


and racial conflict. 


church of Jesus C 


the decade, was made by Dr. Herman 
P. Miller under the auspicies of the 
bureau and the Social Science Re- 
search Council. 

Out of 118 occupations studies, the 
ministry was one of only 24 that fail- 
ed to register a gain of at least 100 
per cent in income during that decade. 


The median income of clergymen 
rose from $1,264 a year to $2,319 dur- 
ing the period, a gain of 83 iper cent. 
This compared with an average ‘gain 
of 122 per cent for the white collar 
professions. 

The average income of lay religious 
workers increased from $1,327 a year in 
1939 to $2,276 in 1949, a gain of 70 per 
cent. 

The study indicated that national 
income was being distributed on a 
fairer basis after World War II than 
before. The share of the national in- 


key to Africa’s peace and future. 
will it be possible for the church to bear witness most 
tellingly to the full gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The Church in Nigeria joins the church here and the 


13 


by Willis LaMott in his book Revolutions in Missions. 
This is the important new challenge to the church 
throughout Asia and Africa and, in fact, around the 
It is this dimension of brotherhood without 
which Africa will know only civil and religious strife 


In this sense, the church holds the 
Only in this climate 


hrist everywhere in fulfilling the 


world mission of the church. She to her people, we to 
ours and the whole church to the whole world must in- 
sist that men, nations and continents seek Christ’s king- 
dom first! Therefore, we pray: 

“Enlarge thy plans and gifts, O thou elect, 

And to thy kingdom come for such a time as this!” 


come received by the richest one-fifth 
of the population dropped from 49 per 
eent to 42 per cent. 

Meanwhile, all groups but the low- 
est one-fifth showed gains. The lowest 
20 per cent of wage-earners still re- 
ceive only three per cent of the total 
national income. 

The second 20 per cent, however, 
receive 11 per cent of the national in- 
come, as against only eight per cent 
in 1939; the third fifth get 19 per cent, 
compared with 15 per cent, and the 
next to the highest fifth receive 26 
per cent instead of 24 per cent. 


Suicide Increase in Sweden Laid 

To Declining Christian Influence 
Stockholm—An increase in suicide 

attempts in Sweden has been ascribed 

by several leading daily papers here 


(Concluded on page 14) 


ETHICS OF DECISION 


By George W. Forell 


A clear, deep look into the 
Christian life. Is man free to choose 
the good life? Is he really captain 
of his soul? Is it instinct, oppor- 
tunity or history—or Christian 
faith which helps him make his 
decisions? Find the answers in 
this important book. $2.50 


BIBLE PLAYS 


Christmas- Miracles 
By Charles J. Ax 


A collection of 8, entertain- 
ing, instructive, easy-to- 
produce plays, suitable for 
amateurs or professionals. 
Minimum of costuming and 
stage setting required. For 
all age groups. 75¢e 


at all bookstores 


MUHLENBERG PRESS 
: PHILADELPHIA 


LUTHER 


By Rudolf Thiel 


A startling and unique biography 
of Luther that tears away the 
legendary additions of the cen- 
turies and presents the real Luther 
and the faith that shattered the 

$5.00 


Middle Ages. 
FOR TODAY 


By D. T. Niles 


new book of daily devotions. 
FOR TODAY is a helpful series 
of daily Bible studies for the whole 
year. Reveals Jesus in the context 
of the whole Bible and in the 
historical perspective of man's 
religious experience. $2.00 


A Basic History of 
LUTHERANISM in AMERICA 


By Abdel Ross Wentz 


A striking presentation of the 
historical facts surrounding the 
Lutheran Church and its people 
in America. An enlarged revision 
of Dr. Wentz’s earlier work in 
this field. $5.00 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


Total Synodical Budget $275,202.00. 
Previously acknwledged 


Waupaca, Wis., Bethel Ladies ‘Aid in memory of Mary Nelson .. 
Council Bluffs, Ia., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 


Sanger. Calif.. Mrs. Camille Andersen 


Ringsted, Lat 


dena, Calif. 
Cedar Falls Ia., Nazareth Luth. Church 
Blair, Nebr., First Lutheran Church ........ 
Castro Valley, Calif., 
Kennard, Nebr., 
Denver, Colo., First Bethany Ev. Luth. 
El Segundo, 'Calif., 


Chicago, IIl., 
Haston, Calif., Mrs. 
Anna Waldemar 


Audubon, Ia., Eben-Hzer Luth. Church ........... 
Sh Sis LEGA GIegS. 5 
in memory of Harry Petersen, Long Beach, Calif., by Mr. 
and Mrs. 


Sleepy Bye, Minn., 
Audubon, Ia., 
and Mrs. Magnus Madsen, Mr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Albertson 
Greenville, Mich., 


Trinity Luth. 


Waupaca, Wis., Trinity Ev. Luth. Church 


Kansas City, Kan., Westwood Luth. Church — 
Mr. and Mrs. Axel Petersen and family in memory of Thor- 


Oyens, Ia., 
vald ‘Kloster 
Chicago, Ill., Mr. 


Johnson, Los Angeles, Calit ss, 
Fresno, Calif., Grace Luth. Church 
Harlan, Ia., Immanuel Luth. ‘Church 
National Luth. Council refund 
Abdal, Nebr., Bethel Luth. 
Norma, N. D., 
Chicago, Ill., Atonement Luth. 
Saxeville, Wis., St. John’s Luth. Church 
Milwaukee, Wis., Kingo Luth. Church 


* Chicago, III., 


Overgaard, Ce Overgaard, Ty 
ensen each $1. 


SPEOIAL MISSIONS 


Previously acknowledged 


Sanger, Calif., Mrs. 
Sidney, Mont., 


Mission 
Northgate, N. D., 
aston, Calif., 
Easton, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. 


Pewaukee, Wis., 

Evangelist in Sudan 
Kevisville, Alberta, Can., 
Blair, Nebr., First Luth. Church 
Chicago, IIl., 
Elke Elona aay 


Received with thanks. 


Pauls uth. Churchitess.-- 
Cedar Falls, Ta., Miss Tomine Horslund in memory of Sena Carlsen, Alta- 


Haith uth: Church) =... 
Emmaus Luth. Church, anniversary offe 
Church 
Vibore, S. D., Bethany Willing Workers in memory of Mrs. Axel Johansen 
Mr. and Mrs. Verner A. Jensen in memory of Mary) 
‘Cole, mother of Jack Cole of Olivet Chureh, L. A. 
in memory of Athanasius Hjortsvang of Golgotha Church*.. 
Nelsine Ayers and Bruce Ayers in memory of Mrs. 


the Friendly Mission Circle $5 for Elim Home and $5 
for the Oaks ELOMIUGIB tebe hos center oc ehinea eee: 


and Mrs. Ingvar Landbo in memory of A. Hjortsvang. | 
San Francisco, Calif., Rev. and Mrs. Spener Petersen in memory of Mose 


Ss) S. for the Oaks Children’s Home (.-....-......0: 
Zion Luth. Church offering at Harvest Festival ................. 
@hunch ees 


Camilla Andersen ............. 
one man from Brorson and one man from Pella 
church for support of Pausanias Wilches of the South Am. 


Northgate Community ‘Church . 
Immanuel Luth. Church ......... 
Niels Rosendahl in loving memory 

of departed. friends ifrom” Jmmanuel Church .......:...c.cccrteecsmeces 
North Hollywood, Calif., the Ruth Circle for support of a child 

a RV OAT RIN S SUA, Ber ne saa omiron tions acess 
Galilee Luth. Women’s Club for training an 


Vacation Bible School and S. S. 


the British Consulate, a refund .... 
Brom war rien dae ee ce eee 
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Chile 
Totai dren’s 


Franklin Frederiksen and 


10.00] 
25.00] 


aol 


in memory of Athanasius Hjortsvang. The words Mr. and Mrs. are omitted to save space. 
er, Martin Christensen, Frank Coultry. K. Erlandsen, I. Iversen, M. Kelsen, J. Lorentzen, M. Madsen, H. Nielsen, M. Nielsen, M. @hlsen 
H. Skovlund, C. Wakild, Mrs. Ann Iversen each $2, Mrs. Anna Madsen, Mrs. 
Total $37.00 for Dana College School Fund. 


south 
Total 


School General Home 


100.00 


(ee 
250.00] 5 
E3256. Sal] 4363.25]17174.84| 396 


October 24, 


Indian Utah 


ea ae Fund Fund Misaion Misston Mission 


40.00] ... 


ween sea 


N .O. Berthelsen, C. K. Bo 
Signe Mickelsen, Mrs. Kate §& 


Gen. 
Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. Fore 


ecelved Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Missi 


||20227.00/16000.00]10000.00115000.00! | 
—haise7, 001] 6228.71! 2925.16] 3210.35! 5826.53] 


25.00! 
sea 6253.71] 4150.16] 3220.35| 6011.43] 


TOTAL 


Blair, Nebr., Oct. 15, 1955. 


NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 13) 


to a decline of Christian influence a- 
mong the people. 


According to reports, the number 
of suicides in the country has doubled 
in the last two years. There are 1200 
attempted suicides a year. The latter 
figure is greater than the annual total 
of traffic fatalities. 


Unhappy marriages or love affairs 
rank first as motives for suicide at- 
tempts. Next come alcoholism and 
psychic disorders. Economic difficulties 
or disease are third on the list of caus- 
es. 


POSSESSION OF TRUTH 
IS NOT FAITH 

Intellectualism is supposing that a 
mind supplied with truths about God 
therefore had faith. Having equated 
the Holy and the True, it interpreted 
faith as intellectual assent to the True 
as agreement with an external au- 
thority. But God had chosen the 
simple of the earth to confound the 
wise, had most unreasonably made 
himself known in the Incarnation to 
shatter the pretensions of the philoso- 
phers. While the philosophy of Athens 
and the theology of Jerusalem were 
speculating about Him, He chose to 
be born in Bethlehem, to the utter 
consternation of both speculative 
philosophy and theology ever since. 


140815,00] 
74.58|22834.64! 457 


10.00] ... 


30.00! 


30.00] 74.68|22961.32| 45 


H. J. Hansen, Treas. 


—Jaroslav Pelikan in Fools for Chi 
(Muhlenberg 


A GOSPEL OF POWER 

To know God is courage, and it i 
peace; but above all, it is power. An 
I thank God that when I have bunglet 
things and been defeated and made 
sorry failure of my hopes, Christ doe 
not come to me and say, “You m 
try again! You must try harder, yot 
must try as hard as ever you can”= 
for there would be no gospel in 
and it would only drive me deeper i 
to despair. But Christ’s word is, “G 
closer to God, and he will do it fo: 
you! Come closer to Me, and Mj 
strength shall be yours.” —J. S. Stewar 


. 


ber 24, 1955 


as a crime the way the neighbors imposed on 
ma. A younger woman never would have put up 
it, but you know how it was.’ Grandma was get- 
oo old to stand up for her own rights. 


rere was Mr. Stanley, who ran his car under the 
ple tree in the back yard. The yard was getting 
Of 


iP 
1 and uneven with the car cutting ruts in it. 
e Grandma would not tell him to keep out. 


is way in the back of the yard,” she said. “The 
seys are good neighbors, and we can’t have any 
ble with the neighbors.” 


Vell, do you like it?” I asked. 


fot very well,’ Grandma admitted, “but people are 
important than things.” 


yes, she finally got around to telling Mr. Stanley 
sure the ground was not too soft when he put his 
linder the tree. Anyone else would have told him 
‘t out and to stay out. 
x ok * 

len there was Mr. Olson up the street. Grandma 
mutter about him a little. He walked his dog, and 
ist every day they stopped by Grandma’s flower bed. 


y does that dog always pick my prettiest flower?” 
ould moan in private to the family. 


y in the world don’t you tell Mr. Olson off?” I 
pd ask impatiently. 


fis Grandma absolutely forbid. It was the same old 


Ir. Olson is a good neighbor,” Grandma would say. 


don’t want to have any trouble with the neigh- 
m9 


% * * 


.en there was Mrs. Seidel. 


trandma,”’ she would say, “you have so much rhu- 
that I thought you would not use it. all, so I took 

tle for a pie. I didn’t think you would care.” 

hope she doesn’t pull it too close,” Grandma would 

me privately. 


y in the world don’t you ask her to let it alone?” 
ed impatiently. “She has a lot of nerve coming in 
- yard and picking your garden stuff.” 


tell, here we go again. 


Ihe’s a good neighbor,” Grandma said, “and - we 
t want to have any trouble with the neighbors. Be- 
; people are more important than things.” 


ace in a great while Grandma would put her foot 
n, but she must have had her own way about telling 


‘le. No one got mad at her. Yes, the rest of the 
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Grandma Had a Way 
AND IT SEEMED TO WORK 


By Elizabeth Ridenour 


15 


neighbors had all kinds of troubles, but not soft-hearted 
Grandma. No, indeed. All of her neighbors were “good 
neighbors.” They ran all over her, and her property, too. 


The Wrights got an injunction to keep the neighbor- 
hood children off their driveway, but the children 
played on Grandma’s driveway, and ran all over the 
yard, too. They did try to be careful of the flower-beds, 
but there was an occasional casualty. 


The Wrights also called the police when the children 
played and yelled too late at night in the street. 


Grandma let the four youngsters next door come in 
and make scrapbooks on the kitchen table in the eve- 
ning. She said their parents were seldom home, the chil- 
dren had no one to look after them, and it kept them 
off the streets. 


That was Grandma’s way. 


“People are important,’ she said, “and children are 
people.” 


Then came the fall when Grandma fell and hurt her 
knee. It was really late summer, so the grass was hard 
and tough. Mr. Stanley came over to cut it. I saw him 
out under the apple tree looking at the ruts. Then he 
smoothed them out with a spade. After that he started 
parking the car in the driveway, but he took care of the 
yard all fall. Then he shoveled the snow off the walks 
all winter. 


Mrs. Seidel (she of the rhubarb pie) brought dinner 
over every night. She said, “While Grandma is laid up, 
I can help out this way.” And what a help it was! 


Mr. Olson, who walked his dog, came down and cut 
the sod away from the edge of the walks. 


“That will make the water run off the walk instead 
of freezing into slippery ice,’ he explained. 


The children next door were always running in to see 
Grandma. 


“Ts there anything we can do?” they would ask eager- 
ly. 


Everybody in the neighborhood tried to help Grand- 
ma some way—even the Wrights who never neighbored 
with anyone. 

Finally I began to get the idea. All Grandma’s neigh- 
bors were good neighbors. She made them good neigh- 
bors. 

Grandma was not too old to stand up for her own 
rights, but she was too wise. I thought of that Bible 
verse: “Love suffereth long and is kind.” I looked up 
the thirteenth chapter of I Corinthians and read it. Then 
I understood Grandma a little better. 

—The Lutheran Companion. 


CHRISTMAS 


COKESBURY CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS. 
Fresh, interesting program materials to fill the 
needs of every church department. Here are 
three full-length programs, three short programs, 
five services and programs. (A-1) 35c¢ each 

THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS, by Allie N. 
Fort. This simple, beautiful Christmas pageant 
uses music, tableaux and scripture readings to tell 
the story of the Nativity. Minimum cast: 8 men, 
3 women, 1 boy and a small choir. (A-1) 

35c each 
$3.50 a dozen 

MEIGS CHRISTMAS SELECTIONS. Make 
your own church Christmas program from this 
book which contains material for all ages and 
for all Christmas occasions. The collection in- 


cludes recitations, exercises, pantomimes, story, 
tableaux and playlets. (M-57) 40c each 
PARAMOUNT CHRISTMAS BOOK. A col- 


lection of Christmas program features: Christmas 
prayers; recitations and exercises; carols, playlets 
and songs. (M-58) 35c each 
STANDARD CHRISTMAS BOOK. A 48-page 
collection of material. Included are a full length 
pageant, recitations, poems, tableaux and songs. 
(S-85) 35c each 

THE MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS, by Mrs. 
Olaf Jorgenson. Mrs. Jorgenson is not a novice in 
writing Christmas programs. She has prepared 
orograms previously used. This one has been 
tested by a successful home presentation. This is 
a children’s service in three parts with a narrator 
and participation by a speech choir and a chorus. 
There are also individual recitations. The pro- 
gram calls for sufficient costuming and drama to 
make it interesting throughout. It can readily be 
adapted to schools large or small, and to various 
types of equipment. 

In Part 1 a narrator asks the congregation to 
zo back in spirit and faith to Bethlehem as it lay 
ander stars that first Christmas night. 

In Part 2 the narrator wonders what these Bible 
characters would have to say if they. came back— 
what their message would be to us today. And, 
while the chorus sings an appropriate number, they 
do come back and give their message. It is the 
title of this part that is also the title of the serv- 
ice. 

What should these messages mean to them as 
ittle children? The answers are given in Part 3 
ais the little talks and songs by the children apply 
the thoughts expressed by the Bible characters 
themselves. The program ends with a note of joy 
and thanks to God for His great gift to the world. 
{t is a service where the children come to wor- 
ship and to witness. (A-6) 

10c each, $1.00 dozen 


WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED. A source 
of Christnias program plans for Kindergarten, 
primary age children. Suggestions for complete 
services as well as shorter numbers. New songs 
32 pages. (A-5) 

25c each, $2.75 a dozen 


included, 


Lutheran Publishing 


200 S. Fifth Street 


PROGRAMS 


CHRISTMAS TREASURY NO. 65. This little 
yook contains a wealth of material for your 
Christmas program: recitations, exercises, tab- 
laux (pantomimes, playlets, and even decorating 
suggestions. From it you should be able to build 
qust the kind of program you want to whatever 
length you desire for whomever you may have as 
pupils in your church school—the very young, 
the intermediates, or the adults. (L-50) 40c each 


CANDLELIGHT SERVICE. A four-page folder 
containing the entire candlelight service. Suitable 
for use by the Sunday school or by the whole 
congregation. 100 copies $2.25 


CHRISTMAS HELPER. Contains 32 pages of 
usable material for every department of the 
church school. It is a storehouse of more than 
135 recitations and exercises for all departments, 
together with six complete Christmas songs. 


(R-77) 35c each 


CHRISTMAS SUGGESTION BOOK. A _book- 
let of 32 pages supplying a rich abundance of 


material for all grades of the Sunday school. 
Suitable for all kinds of Christmas programs. 
(L-50) 40c each 


TONIGHT IN BETHLEHEM. This program 
has an opening service consisting of a processional 
hymn, responsive reading and an introduction to 
the program to follow. 

The program is divided into four parts made up 
of hymns and dialog. Part 1—We See the Star 
Flame White. Part 2—We Hear the Angels Sing. 
Part 3—We Kneel with Shepherds. Part 4—We 
Pray for the Church Today. 

Additional recitations at the back of the booklet 
may be used to supplement the program. (W-89) 

10c each, $1.00 dozen 


HIS STAR. By Mildred Lewis Kerr. Incidental 
music by Roger C. Wilson. This is a new kind 
pf Christmas worship service, and can be used 
most satisfactorily in any church. It puts Christ 
back into the center of Christmas. The emphasis 
of this service is the quest for the Star of Beth- 
Jehem, the Savior of men, who can meet the 
needs of our world. In this inspirational pro- 
gram the people of your church will be brought 
face to face with the real meaning of the com- 
ing of Christ. 

The service requires no special setting, no 
costuming, and with the exception of the music 
and a few speech choir selections, no rehearsing. 
It may be used by the Sunday school, youth 
groups, or the whole church congregation. 

Participants are a moderator, a choir, a speech 
choir, an antiphonal group, and at least four 
speakers from the congregation. (L-50) 

Price: 40c 

A PROMISE FULFILLED. A beautiful three- 
part service based on God’s promise of a Savior: 
Phophecy, Fulfillment, Into All the World. Flex- 
ible casting possible with a variety of roles pro- 
vided for children of different ages and talents. 
(A-5) 

10c each, $1.00 a dozen, $7.50 a hundred 


House 
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1955». 
YEAR BOO 


Of The Synod 


Still Available 


Here you will find: 
Reports from missions, schools, 
stitutions and organizations. 
Decisions made by the 1955 Anz 
Convention. Congregational stati 
cal reports. 
To Be Informed Of Your Chu 
And Its Work You Need A Coq 

Price: 85 cents postpaid — 


LPH Christme 
Sales Plan 


Here is an opportunity for y 
Sunday school, Ladies Aid, W.] 
or Luther League to raise subst 
tial sums selling the new Christ 
Card line. At the same time y 
church makes an important cor 
bution to the nationwide crusade 
“Keep Christ in Christmas Gre 
ings.” 

We have a fine assortment 
cards in a wide range of prices 
you to resell on a commission 
sis. Just write and ask for inforn 
tion about the Christmas Sales 


Write Today For Informati 
VDAADDDDAHDIIHIIGFFHHDIGIG, 


Lutheran Publishing House 
200 S. Fifth Street 
Blair, Nebraska 
Please send me the following: 


—Synodical Yearbook 
—While Shepherds Watched 
—Christmas Card Plan 

—A Promise Fulfilled 
—Cokesbury Christmas Programs 
—tThe story of Christmas 
—Meigs Christmas Selections 
—Paramount Christmas Book 
—Standard Christmas Book 
—The Message of Christmas 
—Christmas Treasury No. 65 
-—Candlelight Service 
—Christmas Helper 
—Christmas Suggestion Book 
—Tonight in Bethlehem 
—His Star 


I enclose §$ 


Z 
: 


3 
$ 


